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CRIME AND ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR — REGIONS 

Grievance 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [9.43 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Police and again 
highlights some of the enormous challenges being experienced by towns in my electorate as a result of unacceptable 
and escalating crime levels and antisocial destructive behaviour right across regional WA. That is now reaching 
a crisis point in some towns. 

Firstly, I would like the minister to confirm whether it was Labor Party policy in the lead-up to the 2017 election 
to reduce Aboriginal incarceration rates by 25 per cent. It is my understanding that that is the Labor Party’s policy. 
Has the minister or his predecessor directed the Commissioner of Police to direct police not to charge Aboriginal 
youth under the age of 15 years to be able to meet the government’s Aboriginal incarceration target? 

I understand that there is a story behind the issues every child and teenager faces. However, it is now at a point in 
our communities at which respite is needed due to the amount of crime occurring in places such as Carnarvon and 
Meekatharra. It is at the point at which the community fears that someone will be hurt or killed because of the level 
of crime and antisocial behaviour. Businesses have been broken into; for example, a veterinary clinic has been broken 
into four times in four days. The TAFE was broken into only two days ago, as was the shire office only a day ago. 
Cars have been stolen. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

Ms A. Sanderson interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs L.A. Munday): Ministers! 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: We are at a point at which the community has had enough. We understand that this is not 
a police issue, but is to do with the lack of support services for dealing with youth. Those services are simply not 
there in Carnarvon, which is one town that is at breaking point. I know that the Minister for Police was there last 
week and I am sure that he would have got the same feedback. I understand he did get that same feedback from 
the community, which is at breaking point due to the level of crime. As I said, people will not know that there was 
a stabbing in Carnarvon two weeks ago. Only yesterday, a person was attacked in the shops, and there has been 
break-in after break-in at schools in Carnarvon due to youth roaming around. 
Ms A. Sanderson interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: I understand; I have been on a bus and spoken to the youths themselves, and they do not 
want to go home for various reasons. It is time that we brought up those reasons—that is, families being dysfunctional 
because of families being drunk and because of the drug issue. Kids do not want to go home. It is important that 
there are programs that work with families, the parents and the schools. The youth who are roaming the streets are 
often coerced by older teenagers to do crime. 
We need respite in our regional towns. Kids have broken into places multiple times. I heard the other day of one who 
had done it 100 times, but they have finally been locked up to provide the respite that is needed for the town. 
I understand that these kids have issues at home and they have issues themselves. School attendance is obviously 
suffering, because kids who roam the streets at night do not end up going to school because they are tired. This 
obviously has an impact on their education and the school. As I said, the community is at breaking point because of 
this and needs respite. This is not about being racist; it is the reality of what is happening where crime is out of control.  
Several members interjected.  
Mr V.A. CATANIA: Perhaps members opposite should sit through a home invasion. 
Ms A. Sanderson interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! Let us let the member for North West Central finish his last two minutes. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
Only in the school holidays someone broke into my house and a rental property has been broken into twice in that 
same period. This is what is happening in Carnarvon. I have been able to experience it, like many others. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean! 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: This is why we need to have programs. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: I understand that a government program tries to deal with those first offenders and work 
with those kids, which is what is needed, but there are no other programs when it comes to repeat offenders. These 
youths and their parents need help to ensure that we are working on the issues that these children are experiencing—
why they are not going home—and get them to school. 
I would also like to push for the fact that the Gascoyne and Murchison are the only two regions that do not have 
a banned drinkers register. That is something that we need to introduce, rather than having overall liquor bans that 
penalise the whole community, not those who are the offenders when it comes to alcohol. The banned drinkers 
register needs to be rolled out in the Gascoyne and Murchison regions to target those who need to be targeted who 
cannot drink appropriately. All these issues are making it very difficult for staff when it comes to police officers. 
There are lots of gaps in policing in places like Carnarvon and Meekatharra. They are hard to staff due to these 
incidents and the level of crime that is occurring in these towns. 
MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [9.51 am]: I thank the member for bringing this matter to 
Parliament. At the outset, I would like to place on the record that any one victim of a crime understandably feels 
aggrieved, hurt and accosted. Most of us, I imagine, have been a victim of crime at some stage in their lives. If they 
are as old as me, they definitely have. I understand how people feel and that is why the McGowan government is 
so intent on supporting, resourcing, funding and equipping our police force better than at any time in history. That 
is what we have been doing in response to the demand for safer communities and greater support of communities. 
That is the McGowan government’s policy on crime. We are funding it far better than our predecessors ever did. We 
will be providing a record number of police officers over the coming years and the member would be aware that there 
has been an increase of police officers in Carnarvon since his party was in office, and more officers will come. 
I say, though, that the nature of the member’s grievance is not helpful and he knows that. I think he was very aware 
that what he said was calculated; it is not helpful at all in dealing with his own community. What he actually said 
is very likely to engender division within his community and encourage people to be split apart instead of focused 
together on better outcomes. I do not think that is a positive thing for a member of Parliament to do. He is a leader 
of his community and I am pretty disappointed in him for doing that, because I know that he is aware. He referred 
to the complex nature of juvenile offending and how it must be dealt with in a part of his presentation. 
I can confirm that the McGowan government’s policy on crime is to tackle it far more forcefully, vigorously and 
effectively than ever before and to absolutely resource our police and increase their numbers far more than our 
predecessors did, and we are doing that. As the member said, I was in Carnarvon last week, but since the election 
I have been to the member’s electorate three times as Minister for Police and Carnarvon a couple of times, as the 
member would be aware. The very focus of much of my two visits to Carnarvon in recent times was about juvenile 
offending and what we can do to prevent it. The member would know that the McGowan government, as I stated 
in a brief ministerial statement earlier today, has invested significantly in re-invigorating the police and community 
youth centre after the neglect that it suffered under the Liberal–National government, particularly the one in 
Carnarvon, which is an extraordinary facility that I opened with the Premier only last week. A total of $1.3 million 
was invested in that magnificent facility for the people of Carnarvon—all the people of Carnarvon, not just at-risk 
youths. It is very much focused on the provision of a world-class response to tackling at-risk kids and getting them 
on the right path and preventing them from getting into trouble. That is what PCYC’s partnership with the 
Western Australian McGowan government is. It is very focused on that. 
I have to place on the record a commendation to Bree Maher, the PCYC coordinator there, who is a partner of 
a police officer in town. You get a great package with that couple! What an extraordinary job she has done and is 
doing in partnering with many other community groups with the local council. Eddie Smith, the president of the 
local council was there, and he did not say what the member said. He did not advise me of the view that the member 
gave. There are concerns about crime, as there are in all communities, but he is very positive and optimistic. He was 
complimentary about our response, particularly with regard to the PCYC’s focus on getting kids who might be at risk 
of getting on the wrong path onto the right path and supporting them. The member would know, I think, that we have 
two youth police officers in Carnarvon as a consequence of the McGowan government’s investment. They are both 
Aboriginal police liaison officers who are incredibly positive and engaged with the community and are working to 
get kids who are at risk into programs. They run a range of programs that will be run out of the new PCYC. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I am responding to what the member said earlier. We have made a significant investment and 
have focus. There are things such as a safe space for young people to engage in physical and group activities. It is 
an environment where PCYC staff and police work regularly so that young people can come to know the police 
and see them as positive mentors rather than a threat. There are meals for children on some nights of the week and 
they are keeping young people engaged and helping them avoid becoming involved in criminal activity. There is 
an opportunity through that relationship to identify underlying issues, with staff focusing on them. I would like to 
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place on the record and commend the officer in charge there, Mitchell Howard, who is a great guy doing an incredible 
job with his team. He is not as focused as the member is on scaremongering and creating division. He is about 
getting people to work together on the task of getting and keeping kids on the right path. His team is doing a good 
job in that regard. It is working on rolling out a version of Target 120, and I will be working with the Minister for 
Community Services on possibly expanding that. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! 
Mr P. PAPALIA: There is a reason for optimism in Carnarvon. Crime is down 23 per cent in Carnarvon from its 
peak under the Liberal–National government. Despite what the member presented, there is reason for optimism in 
Carnarvon and part of it is that great people are working with the McGowan government on tackling youth crime 
and getting better outcomes for our young Western Australians. 
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